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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

MITIGATED DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE 
 

FILE NUMBER: SEP-20-11 

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL: 

A 5-lot subdivision of 26.66 acres currently known as Sauer Short Plat Lot 4 (tax 
parcel #: 07062400020000). The property is zoned Mountain Recreational (MR) 
with a 5-acre minimum lot size (MR-5). However, in order to reduce the size of the 
four proposed new lots to 2 acres each, the Muddy River Subdivision (MRS) has 
been designed in accordance with Skamania County Code Title 19 Section 
01.080(D)7, which governs density transfer for residential land divisions and allows 
for reductions in lot dimensions and sizes in exchange for permanent protection of a 
critical area from future development. Each lot is proposed to be served by a Group 
B Public Water System and each lot will be served by individual septic systems. The 
subdivision will be served by two existing gravel-surface private roads, Loowit Lane 
and Eagles View Lane. 

LOCATION: LOT 4 OF THE SAUER S/P under Auditor File Number#2005-160078 

PARCEL NO.: 07-06-24-0-0-0200-00 

PROPONENT: Jerry Sauer, 26300 NE 16th Street., Camas, WA 98607 

 
The lead agency has determined that this proposal will not have a probable significant adverse impact on 
the environment.  Pursuant to WAC 197-11-350(3), the proposal has been clarified, changed, and 
conditioned to include necessary mitigation measures to avoid, minimize or compensate for probable 
significant impacts. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required under RCW 
43.21C.030(2)(c). This decision was made after review of a completed environmental checklist and other 
information on file with the lead agency. This information is available to the public on request. 
 
The necessary mitigation measures are listed below: 
 

1. Dust suppression techniques are a requirement in order to prevent dust 
from entering nearby and adjacent residentially used properties at all times 
until the project is complete.  If the dust-suppression technique is the use 
of water, requirements to ensure that the watering does not cause erosion 
and offsite discharge of sediment-laden water needs to be followed.  
Information about dust suppression techniques can be found in 
Department of Ecology Publication #96-433 “Techniques for Dust 
Prevention and Suppression". Any discharge of sediment-laden runoff or 
other pollutants to waters of the state is in violation of Chapter 90.48, 
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Building/Fire Marshal Environmental Health Planning 

Skamania County Courthouse Annex 
Post Office Box 1009 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 
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Water Pollution Control, and WAC 173-201A, Water Quality Standards for 
Surface Waters of the State of Washington, and is subject to enforcement 
action by the State of Washington. 

2. All disturbed undeveloped areas shall be reseeded and landscaped with 
native vegetation to prevent and reduce wind and water erosion and the 
propagation of noxious weeds.  Mulch shall consist of certified weed free 
straw or similar product. 

3. The subject parcel is located within or near a Erosion Hazard Area due to 
the soils susceptibility to wind and/or water erosion.  Best Management 
Practices shall be used during all phases of development to prevent 
erosion. 

4. The applicant shall submit a copy of all reports identified under Item 8 
Background to the Community Development Department for review. After 
review, any critical areas reports or assessments proposed for use not 
meeting the requirements under Skamania County Code Title 19, shall 
require an addendum demonstrating compliance with the critical areas 
ordinance. 

5. Erosion control measures must be in place prior to any ground disturbance.  
These control measures must be effective to prevent storm-water runoff 
from carrying soil and other pollutants into surface water or storm drains 
that lead to waters of the state.  Sand, silt, clay particles, and soil will 
damage aquatic habitat and are considered by pollutants by Washington 
State.   

6. An Erosion Control Plan meeting the requirements of Skamania County 
Code title 19.07.030 (D)(1) shall be required for each lot upon submittal of 
building permits. 

7. The applicant has proposed a density transfer in accordance with Skamania 
County Code Title 19 Section 01.080(D)7, which governs density transfer for 
residential land divisions and allows for reductions in lot dimensions and sizes 
in exchange for permanent protection of a critical area from future 
development.  The area specified on the plat as being east of the Muddy 
River on Lot 1 shall have a recorded conservation easement placed on it 
specifying that the portion of Lot 1 shall be preserved and undeveloped. 

8. Two streams have been identified on the parcel using water typing 
resources from the Washington Department of Natural Resources. The 
Lewis River is considered a Shoreline of Statewide Significance and Muddy 
River is considered a Shoreline Designated of Skamania County. 
  

i. Shorelines require a 100-foot no touch riparian buffer from the 
ordinary high-water mark (OHWM), 

ii. Additionally a 250 foot buffer is proposed within an approved 
habitat assessment report provided by ETC.  The larger buffer shall 
apply. 

 
ALL BUFFERS ARE UNDISTURBED BUFFERS AND MUST BE FREE OF ANY 
LOGGING, ROAD BUILDING, OR OTHER DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO VEGETATION REMOVAL, GRADING, 
MOWING, OR PLACEMENT OF STRUCTURES.  
 

9. The applicant shall submit a Stormwater Management Plan for approval by 
the County Engineer prior to preliminary subdivision approval. 



 

10. A Group B Water System is proposed for lots identified as Lot 3-5.  The 
applicant shall provide approval of the Group B Water System prior to plat 
approval. 

11. Site specific information will have to be shown to demonstrate adequate 
on-site sewage systems prior to preliminary Short Plat approval plat and 
potable water prior to final Short Plat approval. 

12. Any improvements to the existing driveway/private road and/or new 
driveways/private roads shall meet Skamania County private road 
standards. 

13. Cultural Resources:  The following procedures shall be effected when 
cultural resources are discovered during construction activities:  

a. Halt Construction: All construction activities within 100 feet of the 
discovered cultural resource shall cease.  The cultural resources shall 
remain as found; further disturbance is prohibited.  

b. Notification: The project applicant shall notify the Planning 
Department within 24 hours of the discovery.  If the cultural 
resources are prehistoric or otherwise associated with Native 
Americans, the project applicant shall also notify the Indian tribal 
governments within 24 hours. 

 
This MDNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2) and the lead agency will not act on this proposal for 14 
days from the date below. Comments must be submitted to the Community Development Department 
within 14 days from the date listed below, by 5:30 p.m. 
 
Responsible Official: Alan Peters, AICP, Assistant Planning Director 
Address:  Skamania County Community Development Department 
   PO Box 1009 
   Stevenson, WA 98648 
   permitcenter@co.skamania.wa.us   
 
 
August 18, 2020     ______________________________ 
Date       Alan Peters, AICP 
       Assistant Planning Director 
 
APPEALS: There shall be no administrative appeals of environmental threshold determinations. Failure 
to comment on this Notice of Intent shall be determined to deny a party standing to appeal the final 
determination with the underlying government action to a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

Purpose of checklist: 
 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your 
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization 
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal. 
 

Instructions for applicants:  
 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please 
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge.  You may need to consult 
with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions.  You may use “not applicable” or 
"does not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown.  
You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports.  Complete and accurate 
answers to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-
making process. 
 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of 
time or on different parcels of land.  Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal 
or its environmental effects.  The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your 
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant 
adverse impact. 

Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Please adjust the format of this template as needed.  Additional information may be necessary to 
evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse 
impacts.  The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to 
make an adequate threshold determination.  Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is 
responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 
 
Use of checklist for nonproject proposals:   
 
For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable 
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D).  Please 
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or 
site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead 
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do not 
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 
 

A.  Background  [HELP] 
 
 

1.  Name of proposed project, if applicable:  

Muddy River Subdivision 

2.  Name of applicant:  

Jerry Sauer 
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3.  Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  

Applicant & Contact person: Jerry Sauer 

Address:    26300 NE 16th St. 
Camas, WA 98607 

Phone:    360-607-1646 

Email:    jerry@sauerdevgroup.com 

4.  Date checklist prepared:  

8/10/2020 

5.  Agency requesting checklist:  

Skamania County Community Development Department Planning Division 

6.  Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):  

A new well to serve the four new lots was drilled on 8/5/2020. 

Driveway construction, and water line installation will begin on all four new 
undeveloped lots as soon as permits are granted, and weather permits, within any 
applicable work windows. This work should take 1-3 weeks to complete once 
scheduled. 

7.  Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain.  

No. 

8.  List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 
prepared, directly related to this proposal.  

The subject property is Lot 4 of the Sauer Short Plat, which was recorded in 2007. 
Environmental documents were prepared for the Sauer Short Plat, which may meet 
current requirements. However, new reports and/or additional information to revise 
existing documents may also be required. For example, two maps have been 
prepared to show site-specific details not included in more generalized reports. 
These are the Muddy River Subdivision Critical Areas and Muddy River Subdivision 
Contours maps submitted with this SEPA checklist.  
The following documents were prepared for the Sauer Short Plat:  
 Environmental Technology Consultants (ETC). June 14, 2005. Wildlife and 

Habitat Assessment Report for Three Rivers Recreation Area Forest Road 25, 
Loowit Road Skamania County, WA. Skamania County Community Development 
Department Planning Division. File #: CAR-70-06, SP-04-17. Stevenson, WA. 
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 GeoPacific Engineering, Inc (GEI). June 14, 2005. Landslide Hazard Study Pine 
Creek Recreational Properties. Skamania County, Washington. Skamania County 
Community Development Department Planning Division. File #: CAR-70-06, SP-
40-17. Stevenson, WA. 

 Mark Yinger Associates (MYA). June 26, 2006. Impact related to use of 
groundwater for the Three Rivers Recreational residential development. 
Skamania County, Washington. Skamania County Community Development 
Department Planning Division File #: SP-04-17. Stevenson, WA. 

 PLS Engineering (PLS). March 4, 2007. Assessment of Need for Construction 
Activity Stormwater NPDES Permits for: Three Rivers Recreation Area Short Plats 
Skamania County, Washington. Skamania County, Washington. Skamania 
County Community Development Department Planning Division File #: SP-04-17. 
Stevenson, WA. 

 Rapid Soil Solutions (RSS). May 2, 2007, Revised 5/17/2007. Volcanic Hazard 
Study Pine Creek Short Plats Skamania County, Washington. Skamania County, 
Washington. Skamania County Community Development Department Planning 
Division File #: SP-04-17. Stevenson, WA. 

9.  Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain.  

No. 

10.  List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.  

 Skamania County SEPA Determination 
 Skamania County Critical Areas Review 
 Skamania County Subdivision Approval 
 Skamania County Land Division – On-site Septic System Permit 
 WA State Dept. of Ecology Group B Water System Workbook Approval 

11.  Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size 
of the project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to 
describe certain aspects of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this 
page.  (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project 
description.)  

A 5-lot subdivision of 26 acres currently known as Sauer Short Plat Lot 4 (tax parcel 
#: 07062400020000). The property is zoned Mountain Recreational (MR) with a 5-
acre minimum lot size (MR-5). However, in order to reduce the size of the four 
proposed new lots to 2 acres each, the Muddy River Subdivision (MRS) has been 
designed in accordance with Skamania County Code Title 19 Section 01.080(D)7, 
which governs density transfer for residential land divisions and allows for 
reductions in lot dimensions and sizes in exchange for permanent protection of a 
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critical area from future development. The subdivision will be served by two existing 
gravel-surface private roads, Loowit Lane and Eagles View Lane.  

The MRS will create 4 new vacant lots of approximately 2 acres each (Lots 2-5). 
Each could eventually contain a single-family recreational dwelling with septic 
system and associated outbuildings. These lots will be served by a new Group B 
water system with 4 total connections, which will be supplied by a new domestic 
well drilled 100’ north of the centerline of Loowit Lane between proposed Lots 4 and 
5 (see plat map). A 10’ water line easement will extend from the well to Loowit 
Lane where water lines will be placed within a new 5’ water line easement 
immediately adjacent to the existing Loowit Lane 40’ road and utility easement. A 
12’ wide driveway of a maximum 100’ length will be cleared, graded, and rocked to 
each new lot from Loowit Lane.   

The MRS will also create one lot of about 18 acres in size (MRS Lot 1). It will contain 
the existing single-family recreational dwelling with its associated outbuildings, 
functioning septic system, and water line connecting to an existing domestic well 
(AKB523) at the junction of Loowit Lane and Eagles View Lane. The existing well will 
end up on MRS Lot 2. MRS Lot 1 lot will also contain the easement required to 
complete the critical area density transfer.  

12.  Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise 
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and 
range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or 
boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic 
map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you 
are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications 
related to this checklist.  

91 Eagles View Lane 
Stevenson, WA 98648 

 Lot 4 of the Sauer Short Plat 
 Skamania County tax parcel #: 07062400020000 
 Adjacent to the confluence of the Muddy and North Fork Lewis Rivers 

upstream of Swift Reservoir. 

See legal description, site plan, and vicinity map provided with the MRS Subdivision 
Application.  

See topographic maps included in the Wildlife and Habitat Assessment Report and 
Landslide Hazard Study referenced above (ETC, 2005; GEI, 2005). 
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B.  Environmental Elements  [HELP] 
 
1.  Earth  [help] 

a.  General description of the site:  

(circle one):  Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other flat areas  

The site is primarily wooded.  

North of Loowit Lane, where MRS Lots 3-5 will be, is a flat plateau with slopes less 
than 10%. Between Loowit Lane and Eagles view Lane, where MRS Lot 2 will be, 
slopes increase up to 30%.  

The North Fork Lewis River (NFLR) runs northeast to southwest forming the 
southeast boundary of what will be MRS Lot 1. At the lot’s southeast corner, the NFL 
river bends sharply to run east to west forming the south boundary of the 
subdivision. The north to south flowing Muddy River joins the NFLR about 800’ west 
of the North Fork’s bend leaving an “island” of flat land between the two rivers. The 
southern portion of this “island” is included in Lot 4 of the Sauer Subdivision. Most 
of that area also lies within the 250’ buffers for the Muddy and NFL rivers. It is also 
the area proposed for permanent protection from development to accommodate the 
critical areas density transfer.  Adjacent to the confluence of the Muddy River and 
NFLR the land is flat for 200’-300’ before increasing to slopes of up to 50% as the 
property rises to Eagles View Lane. 

b.  What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?  

About 50%. 

c.  What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat,  
muck)?  If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any 
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in 
removing any of these soils.  

Adjacent to the NFLR and Muddy River soils are Bonneville stony sandy loam (ETC, 
2005). The remainder of the site is Pinchot cindery sandy loam.  

The entire area is underlain by lahar and pyroclastic flow deposits from at 
least six eruptions of Mt. St. Helens, including the most-recent large 
eruption in 1980 (GEI, 2005). Mt. St. Helens is located northwest of the site 
while Mt. Adams is located to the northeast. 

There are no agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance on or 
near the property.  

d.  Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?  If so,  
describe.  

No.  
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The site was determined “to have a low susceptibility to potential landslide hazards” 
and no evidence of unstable soils were noted during prior field investigations (GEI, 
2005). However, active stream erosion was found to be occurring adjacent to the 
Muddy River and NFLR. No development is proposed near these rivers. Since 2005, 
no significant landslides or slope instability has been noted by the landowner.  

e.  Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of 
any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill.  

No new roads are required, and future home sites are naturally flat.  

New construction for the land division includes: 

 A 12’x100’ (max length) gravel driveway on each new lot 
 1,200 square feet (maximum) clearing and grading, likely less 
 200 cubic yards of rock (maximum) for a 6” deep driveway surface 

 Drilling a new well for potable water 
 0.2 square feet ground disturbance 

 Water line installation from the new well to each new undeveloped lot 
 6”x3’ trenches, with a total length of 200’ maximum, likely less 
 Maximum 100 square feet of clearing 
 Maximum excavation of about 100 cubic yards 

Estimated ground disturbance by type: 
 Clearing – 1,300 square feet maximum 
 Grading – 1,300 square feet maximum 
 Excavation – 100 cubic yards maximum, which will be put back 
 Fill – 200 cubic yards of rock maximum 

Local rock will be used for driveway surfacing sourced from an existing rock pit 
located on Skamania County tax parcel: 07062400030000, which is less than 1 mile 
by road away. 

f.  Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, generally describe.  

Lot 1 has already been developed and no new potential erosion is anticipated.  

Erosion could occur from runoff during driveway construction and water line 
placement for MRS Lots 2-5. The potential amount should be minimal due to: 

 Naturally flat topography where construction is proposed 
 Minimal proposed ground disturbance and excavation 

 Less than 0.03 acres and 100 cubic yards, respectively 
 Water line placement within previously cleared areas 

 Short construction time frame 
 Each driveway is anticipated to take less than 1 day to complete 
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 Water line trenching and installation completed in about 1 day 
 Short time frame between ground disturbance and rock placement due to 

proximity of the rock pit 

Erosion from future site clearing and construction is also possible on the 4 
undeveloped lots for site preparation and/or building construction. These activities 
would occur after the subdivision has been completed by future landowners and are 
not part of this project. Since building permits should be required for any such 
construction, adequate erosion control is anticipated through conditions of permit 
approvals. These 4 lots are relatively flat, which naturally decreases the potential 
for erosion from future development that may occur. Soils on these four lots have 
very rapid permeability (greater than 20”) and runoff is slow, which yields only a 
slight hazard of water erosion (ETC, 2005). 

g.  About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project  
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?  

Less than 1% (up to a maximum of 0.33 acres out of 26.66 total) as follows: 
 Existing roads and driveways – 5,500 square feet 
 Existing structures – 1,500 square feet 
 Proposed driveways – 1,200 square feet (maximum) 
 Potential new structures – approximately 6,000 square feet (estimated using 

1,500 square feet per new lot) 

The MRS project will directly contribute a maximum of 1,200 square feet of new 
impervious surfaces in the form of new driveways, which is less than 0.1% of the 
total project area.  The actual size of these new impervious surfaces may even be 
less than estimated. 

Once the MRS is complete and the four new lots are sold, an additional 6,000 
square feet of impervious surface area (0.5% of the total project area) is estimated 
as new buildings are constructed on Lots 2-5. 

h.  Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any:  

Complete construction as quickly as possible, within a single day for each activity if 
possible, to avoid exposure of disturbed soils to potential erosion.  

See additional detail and discussion in ETC, 2005 and GEI, 2005. 
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2. Air  [help] 
 

a.  What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, 
operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and 
give approximate quantities if known.  

In the near term, the MRS project should not result in any significant permanent air 
emissions.  

Operation of equipment to drill the new well and install water lines should result in 
some temporary exhaust fumes from 1 piece of heavy equipment and 1-2 trucks 
operated during daylight hours on weekdays for a maximum of 1 to 3 days. Similar 
temporary exhaust fumes from 1 piece of heavy equipment and 1 dump truck is 
anticipated for 1 to 3 days to construct driveways.  

In the longer term, exhaust fumes from construction equipment could occur on 
weekdays during daylight hours for up to 6 months each to create building sites and 
build recreational cabins, if desired, on the 4 new undeveloped lots.  

Long-term permanent air emissions that could result from regular use of the new 
lots includes exhaust form personal vehicles, dust from vehicles on gravel roads, 
and smoke from wood fires. However, since these sites will be for seasonal 
recreational use, such emissions should be infrequent and of a short duration 
limited primarily to summer weekends. 

b.  Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal?  If so,  
generally describe.  

Logging and/or slash burning on nearby properties could continue to occur, which 
would cause exhaust fumes, dust, and smoke emissions. However, immediately 
adjacent properties to the west, east and south are recreational. The adjacent 
property to the north was just clear-cut logged this year limiting the potential for 
nearby logging impacts to air quality in the near term. 

A rock pit is located within ½ a mile of the subject site’s northwest corner, which 
produces exhaust fumes and dust from equipment operation. These emissions 
should not significantly impact the new lots because of the following factors: 

 Distance from the pit to the lots exceeds 1,600’ at the closest point 
 Elevation of the bottom of the pit is about 100’-300’ below the new lots 
 A steep bank on the pit’s east side provides a physical barrier, and 
 Presence of mature vegetation between the pit and new sites, and on the new 

sites themselves blocks and filters emissions. 
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c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:  

Topography and natural vegetation on and surrounding the new lots coupled with 
their seasonal use should provide sufficient protection from anticipated future 
construction, use, and maintenance air emissions for the lots and surrounding 
properties. 
  
3.  Water  [help] 
 

a.  Surface Water: [help] 
 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including 
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)?  If yes, describe 
type and provide names.  If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into.  

The North Fork Lewis River (NFLR) forms the south and southeast property 
boundaries and flows into Swift Reservoir, an impoundment of the NFLR, 
downstream of the subject site.  

The Muddy River flows roughly north to south through what will become Lot 1 of 
the MRS. Its confluence with the NFLR is located at the southeast corner of Lot 1. 
Both rivers are Type S permanent fish-bearing waters designated as Shorelines 
of State and/or County Significance. The southern portion of a flat “island” 
between the NFLR and Muddy River will become part of MRS Lot 1. This “island” 
will be permanently protected from development by an easement to complete 
the critical areas density transfer under Skamania County Code 19.01.080(D)7).  

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 
waters?  If yes, please describe and attach available plans.  

 No. No work will be performed on what will become MRS Lot 1 as it is already 
developed. 

3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed 
from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.  
Indicate the source of fill material. 

 None. 

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  Give general  
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  

 No. 

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location on the site plan.  

 Yes, part of proposed MRS Lot 1 lies within the Muddy River floodway and its 100-
year floodplain (see MRS plat map). 
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 No clearing, grading, excavation, fill, ground disturbance or other construction is 
proposed or anticipated within any floodway, floodplain, or Frequently Flooded 
Areas. 

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters?  If so,  
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.  

 No. 

b.  Ground Water: [help] 

1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, 
give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities 
withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  

Yes, a new exempt well was drilled near Loowit Lane between proposed Lots 4 
and 5 (see plat map). The well will supply a new Group B water system with 4 
connections. Water lines will run within a new 5’ wide water line easement 
adjacent to the existing Loowit Lane 40’ road and utility easement from the well 
to each of the 4 new undeveloped lots (Lots 2-5). The amount of water 
withdrawn from the well should not exceed 5,000 gallons per day since this 
potable groundwater will be used for seasonal recreational residential use only. 

No water is anticipated be discharged to groundwater other than through 
approved septic and/or stormwater systems that may be installed to serve 
potential new recreational residences. 

See additional detail and discussion in MYA, 2006 and PLS, 2007. 

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or  
other sources, if any (for example:  Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the 
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.).  Describe the general size of the system, the 
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the 
number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.  

Each of the 4 new lots could eventually have its own on-site septic system to 
treat domestic sewage. Dry wells to catch and treat runoff from future structures 
may also be installed if required. 

c.  Water runoff (including stormwater): 
 

1)  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known).  Where will this water flow?   
Will this water flow into other waters?  If so, describe.  

No new significant surface runoff is anticipated from the land division and 
associated construction activities. Up to a maximum 1,200 square feet of new 
driveway surfaces could create minimal runoff. However, existing road ditches 
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and vegetated soils are anticipated to adequately collect and dispose of this 
small amount of new stormwater through dispersion and natural infiltration.  

Future new impervious surfaces could be added if new lot owners clear 
camp/home sites and/or build future homes and outbuildings on the 4 new lots. 
These surfaces could result in stormwater runoff. However, since building 
permits should be required for any significant new construction, it is anticipated 
that runoff will be controlled as conditions of each permit. Additionally, any 
potential new runoff not contained in approved stormwater systems from such 
structures would flow onto undisturbed soils covered in native woodland 
vegetation, or toward existing roadside ditches. Due to the distance of these 
roads from nearby surface waters, highly permeable soils, and the predominance 
of abundant natural, native woodland vegetation, it is extremely unlikely any 
runoff would enter nearby surface waters. 

See additional detail and discussion in PLS, 2007. 

2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, generally describe.  

No, for the same reasons outlined immediately above. 

3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If 
so, describe.  

No because proposed driveways and potential future home sites are 
predominantly flat already. 

d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage 
pattern impacts, if any:  

None. These potential impacts should be addressed through approval of future 
septic and building permits. 

 
4.  Plants  [help] 

a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 

__X_deciduous tree:  alder, maple, aspen, other 

__X_evergreen tree:  fir, cedar, pine, other 
__X_shrubs 

__X_grass 

____pasture 

____crop or grain 

____Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops. 
____wet soil plants:  cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 

____water plants:  water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 

____other types of vegetation 
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Approximately 99% of the subject parcel is forested with second growth Douglas-fir 
(Pseudotsuga menzesii), lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta), alder (Alnus rubra) and 
big-leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum). The understory is largely salal (Gaultheria 
shallon), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) and fern (Polystichum munitum and 
Pteridium aquilinum). 

See additional detail and discussion in ETC, 2005. 

b.  What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?  

Up to a maximum of 1,200 square feet of clearing is proposed to complete the land 
division. See responses under Earth above for additional detail. 

b. List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

None known. 

d.  Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 
 vegetation on the site, if any:  

No new landscaping is proposed. Existing measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the subject property are included in ETC, 2005. 

e.  List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.  

Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), Himalayan Blackberry (Rubus armeriacus) 

 
5.  Animals  [help] 

a.  List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known 
to be on or near the site.                                                                                   

Examples include:   

 birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:         
 mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:         
 fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other ________   

See ETC, 2005 for additional detail. 

b. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.  

See ETC, 2005 for additional discussion and detail: 

 Bull Trout (Salvelinus malma/S. confluentus) – Threatened. This species is 
listed as present in the North Fork Lewis River and the Muddy River adjacent 
to the property. 

 Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) – Threatened (State Endangered). 
This species is noted as present at one or more locations within the same 
township as the subject site. However, precise nesting locations are not 
available to the public. 
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c. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain.  

Bull trout (Salvelinus malma/S. confluentus) use both the Muddy River and North 
Fork Lewis River to migrate between upstream spawning grounds and Swift 
Reservoir. 

Elk (Cervus elaphus) use the property for winter range and migration from lower 
elevation winter range to higher elevation summer range. 

d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:  

Existing measures to preserve or enhance wildlife on the subject property are 
included in ETC, 2005. 

Permanent protection from development by creating an easement is proposed for all 
lands east of the western Muddy River Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) to 
complete the Critical Areas Density Transfer (see Plat Map). 

e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site.  

None known. 

 
6.  Energy and Natural Resources  [help] 

a.  What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet 
the completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating,  
manufacturing, etc.  

No community water, power, garbage, or sewer service is available in the Swift 
Area. If desired, each new lot must supply its own power. This is typically done 
using propane or solar powered generators. Wood fires/stoves are also common. 
b.  Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  

If so, generally describe.   

No. 

c.  What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 
 List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:  

None. 

 
7.  Environmental Health   [help] 

a.  Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 
of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?  
If so, describe. 

None anticipated beyond the normal risk of fuel/oil spill or wildfire from recreational 
use. 
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1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses.  

None. 

2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development 
and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines 
located within the project area and in the vicinity.  

None. 

3) during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating 
life of the project.  

Gasoline, diesel fuel, oil, propane, antifreeze, and/or other common household 
chemicals could be stored and used during future construction and use of the 
new lots and their potential new homes. 

4) Describe special emergency services that might be required.  

Fire, police, medical. 

5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:  

None. 

b.  Noise   

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: 
traffic, equipment, operation, other)?  

Vehicle traffic, rock pit equipment and trucks, logging equipment and trucks, 
generator operation, recreational noise. 

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a  
short-term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi- 
cate what hours noise would come from the site. 

Short-term loud noise is anticipated during construction of potential new homes 
on 4 new lots during daylight hours primarily on non-winter weekdays. Traffic 
noise will also be present during construction for a limited time. After that, only 
occasional traffic and recreational noise is anticipated. 

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:  

 None. 

 
8.  Land and Shoreline Use   [help] 
 

a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current 
land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.  

Adjacent use is recreational residential and forestry. The proposal is not anticipated 
to affect current nearby land uses. 
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b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. 
How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted 
to other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, 
how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or 
nonforest use?  

Prior to 2005 the site was working forest land. It was converted to recreational use 
in 2005. No new forest land will be converted to other uses because of the MRS 
proposal. 

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal 
business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, 
tilling, and harvesting? If so, how:  

No. See above responses under Air for additional detail. 

c.  Describe any structures on the site.  

Existing 2-story single-family residence with elevated wood deck and 1 outbuilding 
exist on what will become Lot 1 of the MRS. These structures have a total footprint 
of 1,500 square feet. 

d.  Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what?  

No. 

e.  What is the current zoning classification of the site?  

Mountain Recreational with 5-acre minimum lot size (MR-5). 

f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?  

MR-5. 

g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?  

Rural Conservancy 

h.  Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county?  If so, specify.  

Additional detail and discussion found in ETC, 2005; GEI, 2005; and RSS, 2007. See 
also MRS Critical Areas Map and MRS Contours map. 

 Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas (1.1 acres total) 
 Wellhead Protection Areas (WHPA) – (1.1 acres) 

 Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas (26.66 square feet total) 
 Federal Endangered, Threatened or Sensitive Species and Habitats 
 Bull Trout (Threatened) – about 2.65 acres of Muddy River Floodway 

and about 2,100’ of adjacent North Fork Lewis River shoreline  
 State Endangered, Threatened, Sensitive, or Priority Species and Habitats  
 Elk Winter Range – entire subject parcel (26.66 acres) 
 Riparian Habitat Areas – about 12 acres of 250’ wide river buffer 
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 Waters of the State 
 About 2.65 acres of Muddy River Floodway (Type S Water) on Lot 1 
 About 2,100 linear feet of North Fork Lewis River shoreline (Type S 

Water) adjacent to Lot 1 
 Frequently Flooded Areas (~ 2.65 acres total) 

 Floodway/100-year Floodplain - about 2.65 acres 
 Geologically Hazardous Areas (26.66 acres total) 

 Erosion Hazard Areas (EHA) including Steep Slopes (≥30% slope with ≥10’ 
vertical elevation change) and Landslide Hazard Areas (LHA) with slopes 
≥40% and ≥10’ vertical relief) – about 6.5 acres 
 EHA, LHA & Steep Slopes on Lot 1 Island – about 3.9 acres 

 Seismic Hazard Areas – 26.66 acres with Moderate to High liquefaction 
susceptibility 

 Volcanic Hazard Areas – 26.66 acres within Near-Volcano Hazards and 
Lahars 

i.  Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?  

None. The properties will be for seasonal recreational use only. 

j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?  

None. 

k.  Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:  

None. 

L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land  
uses and plans, if any: 

The project has been designed so that it should comply with applicable zoning and 
development regulations. 

m. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of long-term 
commercial significance, if any: 

None. 

 
9.  Housing   [help] 
 

a.  Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, mid- 
dle, or low-income housing.  

None directly from the project. Eventually 4 new single-family homes could be built. 
However, due to the recreational and primitive nature of the area, future building 
construction is not guaranteed as many nearby lot owners choose to use their 
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properties more like a private campsite without the need for any permanent 
structures. 

b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 
middle, or low-income housing. 

None. 

c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:  

None. 

 
10.  Aesthetics   [help] 

a.  What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 
the principal exterior building material(s) proposed?  

None are proposed at this time. 

b.  What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?  

None. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 

None. See existing measures in ETC, 2005. 

 
11.  Light and Glare  [help] 
 

a.  What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly 
occur?  

Eventually, up to 4 new homes could produce intermittent electric and/or fire light 
from indoor and/or outdoor fixtures. Glare may be possible from windows in the 
evenings and mornings. 

b.  Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views?  

No. The site is largely forested (99%) and will remain so. 

c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 

None. 

d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:  

None. 

 
12.  Recreation  [help] 

a.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?  

Water-dependent activities such as swimming, fishing, and boating.  

Land-based recreation such as hiking and hunting. 
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b.  Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe.  

No. 

c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:  

None. 

 
13.  Historic and cultural preservation   [help] 
 

a.  Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years 
old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers? If so, 
specifically describe.  

None known. 

b.  Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? 
This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, 
or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies 
conducted at the site to identify such resources.  

No. 

c.  Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources 
on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of 
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc.  

Local knowledge of the property. 

d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance 
to resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required.  

Compliance with all applicable permit conditions. 

 
14.  Transportation  [help] 
 

a.  Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and 
describe proposed access to the existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any.  

Eagles View Lane connects to Loowit Lane, which connects to Forest Service Road 
25 (see plat map). No new access to existing public streets is proposed. Four new 
driveways are proposed to access Loowit Lane, a private gravel road. 

b.  Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit?  If so, generally 
describe.  If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop?  

No. 

c.  How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal 
have?  How many would the project or proposal eliminate?  

None. 
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d.  Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, 
bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe 
(indicate whether public or private).  

No. 

e.  Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 
transportation?  If so, generally describe.  

No. 

f.  How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? 
If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would 
be trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What data or transportation 
models were used to make these estimates?  

Vehicular trips would be most prevalent on summer weekends, perhaps 2-3 trips 
per day per lot (15 total) to the nearby lake. However, traffic should be light due to 
the proposed seasonal recreational use of the properties. 

g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and 
forest products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.  

No. 

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:  

None. 

 
15.  Public Services  [help] 
 

a.  Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, 
police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)?  If so, generally describe.  

Yes, additional fire and police protection may be required since 4 new recreational 
lots will be created. However, these lots would be used only seasonally keeping 
potential need for these services minimal. 

b.  Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.  

Seasonal recreational use instead of full-time residential. 

 
16.  Utilities   [help] 

a.   Circle utilities currently available at the site:  

electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system,  
other ___________ 

None, except as previously described for the existing dwelling on what will be MRS 
Lot 1. 
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d. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, 
and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might 
be needed.  

The new well was drilled by a licensed well driller. New water lines will also be 
installed by a licensed contractor to supply each of the 4 new undeveloped lots with 
potable water. Each lot will also have its own on-site septic system to be designed 
and installed in the future by a qualified professional. See responses above under 
Earth and Water for additional detail. 

 
C.  Signature   [HELP] 
 
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the 
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 
  
Signature:   ___________________________________________________ 

Name of signee: ___Karen Charly Boyd ____________________________ 

Position and Agency/Organization: President, APS for client Jerry Sauer 

Date Submitted:  8/12/2020___ 

  
 
D.  Supplemental sheet for nonproject actions  [HELP] 
 
 (IT IS NOT NECESSARY to use this sheet for project actions) 
 Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction  

with the list of the elements of the environment. 
 When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of  

activities likely to result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or  
at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented.  Respond briefly and in 
general terms. 

1.  How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; pro- 
duction, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise? 

 Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 
2.  How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 
3.   How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are: 
4.  How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or  

areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,  
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or  
cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands? 

 Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are: 
5.  How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it  

would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans? 
Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are: 

6.  How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public 
services and utilities? 

 Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are: 
7.  Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or 

requirements for the protection of the environment.  
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