POLITICAL SIGN REGULATIONS




SKAMANIA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Requirements for the Placement of Campaign Signs within County Road Right-of-Way.

The following guidelines are temporary only, and are designed to treat all candidate the
same while maintaining public safety on our roads.
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Signs may be placed after a permit has been issued. The permit can be obtained
from the Skamania County Public Works office and is free of charge.

Maximum sign size is 30 x 30”,
Signs can be no closer than 10 feet from the edge of the road.

Signs cannot be placed closer than 100° from a private driveway unless the
landowner approves the placement.

Only four signs per mile (two in each direction).

Signs cannot block traffic control visibility, and no political signs can be placed
on traffic signpost (utility poles, etc.).

Signs and support posts must be erected so that they do not adversely impact
banks and ditches of the road (i.e. something that causes more erosion than
would be normal).

No political signs are allowed with-in Forest Service owned property boundaries
(example: Wind River Rd., Oklahoma Road beyond Lava Creek Bridge,
Government Mineral Springs Road).

Utility poles are the property of the utility company and permission must also be
obtained from the utility company to place signs on utility poles.

It is the responsibility of the permittee to remove signs no more than 15 days
following conclusion of the campaign, Special attention should be given in
removal of signposts, filling postholes, and rejuvenating the right-of-way.

We hope that these guidelines will not seem oppressive to you. They are an attempt at
uniformity and public safety. If you have any questions, please feel free to call and we’ll be
glad to help in any way possible,




T Washington State Transportation Building
= 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E.
/ ’ Department of Transportation 0. Box 47300

Olympia, WA 98504-7300

360-705-7000
TTY: 1-800-833-6388
www.wsdot.wa.gov

Dear Candidate:

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) wishes to take this opportunity to
advise political candidates about the placement of campaign signs and placards along state highways.

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 47.42, the Highway Advertising Control Act, regulates signing on
Interstate highways, Primary highways, and highways that are part of the Scenic and Recreational
System. Signs erected on private property adjacent to these highways must comply with the Highway
Advertising Control Act, rules contained in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 468-66, and
applicable local agency sign codes.

In accordance with WAC 468-66-050, Sign Classifications and Specific Provisions, temporary political
campaign signs are identified and regulated as a type of on premise sign intended to express a property
owner’s endorsement of a political candidate or initiative. Prior to placing signs, WSDOT recommends
checking with the property owner for permission to place the sign and to determine property line
location. Campaign signs are allowed under the following regulations:

1) Temporary political campaign signs are limited to a maximum size of thirty-two square feet.
2) Temporary political campaign signs must be removed within ten days following the election
3) Sign installers must have permission of the underlying property owner prior to placing signs

4) Temporary political campaign signs are subject to all other applicable provisions of RCW 47.42 and
WAC 468-66 that pertain to Type 3 on premise signs

In addition to the above restrictions, the erection of temporary political campaign signs within the
right-of-way of all state highways is prohibited. Accordingly, signs placed within the right-of-way of
any state highway are subject to removal by the Washington State Department of Transportation.

Also, RCW 47.36.180(1) states in part that it is unlawful to erect any structure, sign, or device visible
from a city street, county road, or state highway that simulates any directional, warning, or danger sign
likely to be mistaken for such a sign. Therefore, a campaign sign cannot be designed in a manner that
resembles an official traffic control sign.

If you should have any questions about the placement of campaign signs along state highways, please
call (360) 705-7282.

We sincerely hope that candidates for public office will observe the laws and regulations enacted to
limit driver distraction and protect and preserve the roadside beauty of our state. Thank you in advance
for your courtesy in this matter.

Washington State Department of Transportation



CITY OF STEVENSON
POLITICAL SIGNAGE REGULATIONS

As election season nears, the City of Stevenson encourages you to be politically active.
Often there is no better way to advocate for your preferred candidate or stance than to put up a sign.
When you do, please be mindful that the City has regulations governing
the time, place, and manner in which these signs can be displayed.
This hand-out will help you comply with the City’s regulations and ensure your voice is heard in the election.
Failure to comply will result in nuisance enforcement and/or removal of non-compliant signs.

SIGNAGE ALLOWED BY ZONE

Maximum Total Signage Maximum Duration After Allowed

Sign Size Allowed Sign Height Election Location
 Downonm 9 5o oruing nedemes 01 SPBS prghibicd in Rish o Way
CRE;T;:E‘;:“I Ui IO‘i)Oosfq glﬁgizgcg;?en :rea o i 3 Dy Pr(ifiil‘)/;‘[e:edl)i;oﬁ?gli gfr'l %Ilay
" Recrention Y09 Sy buiding npadearea 01 SDRYS pigibied in Righ o Wy
M sl 29 s otviing neademea 01 S prghiited n Right of Way
* Residential | 12541 40 saft of SDAYS  pyohibited in Right of Way
* Restdential 51 325t O SDas e R of Wy
" Resdential | 5% 25t SRS R oWy
N Recdentiar 590 it 6f SDAS pihied in Rightof Way

EXAMPLES

C1 Commercial

Acceptable

Unacceptable

(Downtown)
~ VOTE
SR, R1, and R2 YES on NO S,
Residential i e 0

BE POSITIVE!

SENATE

FORCRE




s s
4 . ¥
]

t?é’;ﬁ,q‘ Wi

COULMBIA VIEW AVE

IS HISEIHD

18 ATIOH

3
i

o RN

& 1w0h
8 Woaaaud

ai
2
i)




	Politial Sign Regulations Consolidated 2016.pdf
	Skamania County Political Sign Regulations
	2016 candidate letter.DOT political signs
	Stevenson Political Sign Handout (2015)

