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News Release

July 8th, 2015

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR SENIOR CITIZEN/
DISABLED PERSONS LEGISLATIVE CHANGE


The Governor has recently signed SSB 5186 changing the income threshold for the Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemption program. Previously the income limit was $35,000; it has been increased to $40,000 beginning with the 2016 tax bill. Your eligibility is determined by age or disability, ownership, residency, and income requirements.

You must be at least 61 years old on December 31 of the application year, or unable to work because of a disability, or a veteran entitled to and receiving compensation from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs at a total disability rating for a service-connected disability.  Your application must include proof of your age/disability and income.
You must own and reside in your home in Skamania County for which the exemption is claimed.

Income thresholds and corresponding exemption amounts are as follows:
$35,001 - $40,000	Exempt from 100% of all voter-approved (excess) levies.
$35,00 - $30,000	Exempt from 100% of all excess levies and exempt from regular levies on the greater of $50,000 or 35% of the frozen assessed value, not to exceed $70,000.
$ 0         - $30,000	Exempt from 100% of all excess levies and exempt from regular levies on the greater of $60,000 or 60% of the frozen assessed value.

For more information on how to apply or to find out if you qualify, contact the Skamania County Assessor’s Office at (509) 427-3720 or visit our web page at http://www.skamaniacounty.org/assessor/assessor/available-exemptions/
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