NEWS RELEASE

Skamania County is in the process of updating the county zoning text and maps outside of the National Scenic Area.  The process involves adopting zoning text and maps that are consistent with the updated Comprehensive Plan and the Carson, Swift and Westend Subarea plans.  On May 6, 2008, the Board of County Commissioners initiated the draft zoning text and maps, starting the public review process.  Additionally, minor map amendments to the Comprehensive Plan will be considered to facilitate the proposed zoning map.

The Planning Commission will hold three public hearings where oral and written testimony on the proposed draft will be accepted.  Oral testimony will be limited to three (3) minutes for those members of the audience who have signed up to testify, in order to allow adequate time for all members of the Public to be heard.  The public hearings will be held at the following locations:

1. June 3, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

American Legion Cape Horn Post #122

10221 Washougal River Road

Washougal, WA 98671

2. June 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Rock Creek Center

710 SW Rock Creek Drive

Stevenson, WA 98648

3. June 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Mill A School

1142 Jessup Road

Cook, WA 98605

Comments on the draft will be accepted at any of these locations.  At the time that the three public hearings have concluded, all comments (written and oral) will be compiled into a summary for the Planning Commission to review during their deliberations, scheduled for 7:00pm on July 15, 2008 at Rock Creek Center in Stevenson, Washington.  Written testimony will be accepted up until the last hearing date of June 24, 2008.  Written comments can be submitted at any time by sending them to:

Department of Planning and Community Development

Attn: Zoning Update Process

P.O. Box 790

Stevenson, WA 98648

If written comments are submitted the night of the Public Hearing please provide 10 copies for the Planning Commission and for the Record.

Copies of the proposed zoning text and map changes are available at the following locations for public review:

1. The Skamania County website, www.skamaniacounty.org;

2. The following Public Libraries: Stevenson Community Library, White Salmon Valley Community Library, Washougal Community Library, Camas Public Library, Ft. Vancouver Regional Library, North Bonneville Community Library, Woodland Community Library; and 

3. The Department of Planning and Community Development, 170 NW Vancouver Avenue, Stevenson, WA.

To received a copy of the proposed text and map changes in digital format (on a CD) or a paper copy, please contact the Department of Planning and Community Development by phone at (509) 427-3900, by email at planningdept@co.skamania.wa.us, by US mail: P.O. Box 790, or in person at 170 NW Vancouver Ave., Stevenson, Washington.
